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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the competitiveness of the Syrian olive oil
during the crisis period (2011-2015) comparing it with the period (2006-2010),
by identifying the most importing foreign markets, and the quantity, and value
of Syrian and international exports of olive oil. It has been shown that the
relative advantage increased of olive oil exports during the two studied periods
to 40.2 as a result of depending most of the country's exports on olive oil, in
addition to the specialized to 39.5, this indicated that this resource is invested
optimally. Syrian olive oil has advanced in the Kuwaiti, Lebanese and Egyptian
markets to the first rank and placed second in the UAE market during the
second period, while it decreased to the third rank, and second rank in the
Saudi, and Jordan market respectively, for the same period. The rate of
penetration index of the Syrian olive oil had increased to occupy the first rank
in the markets of, UAE, Kuwait, Lebanon and Egypt in the second period,
while it decreased to the sixth and eighth rank, in the Australian and Spanish
markets respectively. The research recommends providing support for exports
of the Syrian olive oil and conducting marketing research on target markets. In
addition to activating the role of Syrian commercial attachés abroad, and the
role of the Syrian Olive Oil Council in linking the various parties.

Key words: Syrian olive oil, Exports, Competitiveness, Relative specialized
advantage, Syria.
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